
Slip or Trip 

Evidence Rule 

Arthur still has a glass in his hand. As a rule, when someone falls down the stairs, 
they would let go of any object they’re holding to 
save him/herself. 

Arthur’s feet are pointing face up; his left foot is 
on the second step, his right foot is on the third 
step. 

As a rule, when someone falls down the stairs, 
they would be facing down to the ground. 

There is no broken object by the stairs As a rule, when someone falls down the stairs, he 
or she usually breaks something. 

The floor where Arthur is laying is dry. As a rule when someone has a cup with liquid in it 
and falls, the liquid would spill. 

Arthur is wearing a robe. As a rule when someone falls down the stairs the 
clothes would be torn or disheveled.  

Queenie was home 10 minutes before her friends. As a rule if a spouse is found dead the 
wife/husband would call for an emergency. 

Arthur is found dead. As a rule, to die from a wound on the head, it may 
take more than 10 minutes to die. 

 

Criteria for Success 

Your police report includes: 

 Arrival time 

 What was discovered (found) 

 What Queenie said 

 What the autopsy found 

 Whether the evidence supports what Queenie said 

 Conclusion and/or recommendations 

 Explanation of evidence supporting your conclusion and recommendations. 

 

On March 12, 2012, Arthur Volupides was found dead at the bottom of the staircase in his home.  He 

was face up, with his feet on the second and third steps. In addition, he was holding a glass. There were 

no broken objects on the stairs.  He was also wearing a robe that was neat, not messy. The floor was 

dry. His wife Queenie said Arthur slipped and fell down the stairs when he was coming down for another 

drink. She asked her friends what she should do. She also stated that she arrived home 10 minutes 

before her friends. 

We believe Queenie is not telling the truth. The evidence does not support what she says happened. 

First of all, Arthur had a glass in his hand. When people fall down the stairs, a glass would either break or 

would be out of his hand. Second, his feet were faced up. If someone falls down the stairs the feet are 



usually faced down. Also, Arthur’s robe was in good condition. Again, when someone falls down the 

stairs the clothes would be disheveled.  There were no broken objects. If someone falls they would hit 

something and would break it. Arthur was found dead within 10 minutes. As a rule, a wound to the head 

would take longer than 10 minutes to die.  Queenie found her husband dead. A spouse would not wait 

10 minutes to get help or call for help.  

It is recommended that Queenie be questioned further. The autopsy says Arthur died from a head 

wound and was drunk. More investigation is needed to know more about how he got his head wound.  


